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global economy. And that’s why we’re doubling
our capacity to generate renewable energy,
building a stronger and smarter electric grid.
And I was meeting some young people who are
being trained right here so that they’re going to
be working on creating this smart grid. 

We’re investing in technologies to power a
new generation of clean energy vehicles. We’ve
helped reach an agreement to raise fuel econo-
my standards. And for the first time in history,
we’ve passed a bill to create a system of clean
energy incentives which will help make renew-
able energy the profitable kind of energy in
America, while helping to end our dependence
on oil and protect our planet for future genera-
tions. This bill has passed the House. We’re
now working to pass legislation through the
Senate. It is time to get this done. We have to
lead on energy. We can’t be lagging behind. 

So that’s an overview of our strategy. All
these pieces fit together. It’s a strategy that’s es-
sential for our recovery today, but more impor-
tantly, for our prosperity tomorrow. It’s a strate-
gy rooted in a deep and abiding faith in the abil-
ity of this country to rise to any challenge, be-
cause that’s our history. We’re a people with a
seemingly limitless supply of ingenuity and dar-
ing and talent. And at its best, our Government
has harnessed those qualities without getting in
the way. 

That’s what led to the building of the Erie
Canal, which then helped put cities like Troy on
the map; that linked east and west and allowed
commerce and competition to flow freely be-
tween. That’s what led a pretty good inventor
and a pretty good businessman named Thomas
Edison to come to Schenectady and open what

is today a thriving mom-and-pop operation
known as General Electric.

A former Senator from New York, Robert
Kennedy, once told us, “The future is not a gift.
It is an achievement.” It was not an accident,
not a gift, that America led the 20th century. It
was the result of hard work and discipline and
sacrifice and ambition that served a common
purpose. So it must be in the 21st century. Fu-
ture success is no guarantee. As Americans, we
always have to remember that our leadership is
not an inheritance, it is a responsibility.

So from biotechnology to nanotechnology,
from the development of new forms of energy
to research into treatments of ancient diseases,
there is so much potential to change our world
and improve our lives, while creating countless
jobs all across America. The question is if we
are ready to embrace that potential, if we’re
ready to lead the way once more. 

I think we’re ready. I’ve seen it all across
America. This generation, generation of young
people sitting here, they have an unparalleled
opportunity. We are called upon to help them
seize that opportunity. That’s what you’re doing
here at Hudson Valley Community College.
That’s what I intend to make sure that we do in
Washington. That’s what we will do as a nation. 

Thank you very much, everybody. God bless
you. God bless the United States of America.
Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:57 a.m. In his
remarks, he referred to Jill Biden, wife of Vice
President Joeseph R. Biden, Jr., who intro-
duced the President; Mayor Harry J. Tutunjian
of Troy, NY; and White House Chief Technolo-
gy Officer Aneesh Chopra. 

Statement on Armenian National Day
September 21, 2009

The people of the United States join the peo-
ple of Armenia in celebrating Armenia’s day of
independence today. We deeply value the many
cultural and historic ties that bind our two

countries. The United States gains strength as a
nation from the contributions of so many Amer-
icans of Armenian ancestry. We congratulate
the people of Armenia on their national day.
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Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With
Respect to Persons Who Commit, Threaten to Commit, or Support
Terrorism 
September 21, 2009

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, prior to the anniversary date of its decla-
ration, the President publishes in the Federal
Register and transmits to the Congress a no-
tice stating that the emergency is to continue
in effect beyond the anniversary date. In ac-
cordance with this provision, I have sent to the
Federal Register for publication the enclosed
notice, stating that the national emergency
with respect to persons who commit, threaten
to commit, or support terrorism is to continue
in effect beyond September 23, 2009.

The crisis constituted by the grave acts of
terrorism and threats of terrorism committed
by foreign terrorists, including the terrorist at-
tacks on September 11, 2001, in New York and
Pennsylvania and against the Pentagon, and
the continuing and immediate threat of fur-

ther attacks on United States nationals or the
United States that led to the declaration of a
national emergency on September 23, 2001,
has not been resolved. These actions pose a
continuing unusual and extraordinary threat to
the national security, foreign policy, and econ-
omy of the United States. For these reasons, I
have determined that it is necessary to contin-
ue the national emergency declared with re-
spect to persons who commit, threaten to
commit, or support terrorism, and maintain in
force the comprehensive sanctions to respond
to this threat.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
September 21, 2009.

NOTE: The notice is listed in Appendix D at
the end of this volume.

Remarks at the United Nations Climate Change Summit in New York City
September 22, 2009 

Thank you very much. Good morning. I
want to thank the Secretary-General for orga-
nizing this summit and all the leaders who are
participating. That so many of us are here to-
day is a recognition that the threat from cli-
mate change is serious, it is urgent, and it is
growing. Our generation’s response to this
challenge will be judged by history, for if we
fail to meet it boldly, swiftly, and together, we
risk consigning future generations to an irre-
versible catastrophe.

No nation, however large or small, wealthy
or poor, can escape the impact of climate
change. Rising sea levels threaten every coast-
line. More powerful storms and floods threat-
en every continent. More frequent droughts
and crop failures breed hunger and conflict in
places where hunger and conflict already

thrive. On shrinking islands, families are al-
ready being forced to flee their homes as cli-
mate refugees. The security and stability of
each nation and all peoples—our prosperity,
our health, and our safety—are in jeopardy,
and the time we have to reverse this tide is
running out.

And yet we can reverse it. John F. Kennedy
once observed that “our problems are man-
made; therefore, they may be solved by man.”
It is true that for too many years, mankind has
been slow to respond or even recognize the
magnitude of the climate threat. It is true of
my own country as well. We recognize that.
But this is a new day. It is a new era, and I am
proud to say that the United States has done
more to promote clean energy and reduce
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